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Fishing Differently: A New Approach to Ministry with Dr. Reggie Blount and Dr. Sidney Williams
Description: 
In this insightful episode of Ministry Pivot, host Rev. Russ sits down with Dr. Reggie Blount and Dr. Sidney Williams to discuss their innovative approach to ministry called "Fishing Differently." They explore how churches can maximize their impact beyond Sunday services by leveraging intellectual, social, human, and faith capital.

Takeaways: 
· Per capita giving is often consistent regardless of church size, indicating lower efficiency in larger churches.
· Social impact should be viewed as acts of discipleship, not just charitable work.
· Churches need to harness the intellectual capital of both clergy and laity.
· Seeking the welfare of the city you're in can lead to prosperity (Jeremiah 29:7).
· Churches should be able to articulate their impact without using spiritual language.

Other Key Points Suggested by Rev. Russell St. Bernard
· Faith requires taking risks and imagining new possibilities.
· Pastors need to learn how to speak the language of funders to access resources.
· The Fishing Differently conference focuses on peer learning and facilitated conversations.



Resources 
· Connect with the Guests:
· Dr. Rev. Reggie Blount:
· LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/reginald-blount-8507ba7/ 
· Dr. Rev. Sidney Williams: 
· Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/pastor_sidney/
· Website: https://www.crossingcapitalgroup.com/ 
· Additional resources: https://oikosinstitute.org/ 
· 5 Minute Pivot and Other Podcast by Rev. Russell St.Bernard https://ministrypivot.com/conversations/
· Articles from Rev. Russell St. Bernard: https://ministrypivot.com/articles/

Final Takeaway:
· Reimagine Church Impact: The "Fishing Differently" approach challenges churches to think beyond traditional metrics like attendance and giving. Instead, focus on leveraging your congregation's intellectual, social, human, and faith capital to create meaningful community impact.
· Embrace Peer Learning: The upcoming Fishing Differently conference emphasizes facilitated conversations and peer learning over traditional speaker-focused formats. This approach encourages attendees to learn from each other and build networks that last beyond the conference.
· Connect Theology to Action: View social impact work as an act of discipleship rather than just charitable outreach. This perspective can help align your church's community engagement efforts with its spiritual mission and potentially attract resources from both religious and secular sources.


Discussion Questions: (discuss with your team or reflect on your own?)
· How can our church better leverage the intellectual capital of both our clergy and laity to increase our community impact? What untapped skills or expertise might we have in our congregation?
· In what ways can we measure and articulate our church's impact without relying solely on spiritual language? How might this help us engage with potential partners or funders in our community?
· Reflecting on the FISH model (Faith, Intellectual, Social, and Human Capital), which area do you think our church is strongest in, and which area needs the most improvement? What steps could we take to develop our weaker areas?




Podcast Resources
· For more podcasts and articles, visit www.ministrypivot.com
· Read the articles: Click Here
· To watch the video of this conversation, Click Here
· To Subscribe to the YouTube channel, Click Here
· To Subscribe to the audio Podcast, Click Here
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